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(57) ABSTRACT 

A program and graphical user interface is provided for 
facilitating user interactions with an online message board 
system. The interface provides multiple levels of filtering 
and screening capability with query parameters presented 
within a first portion of the interface to permit comprehen- 
sive and flexible selection of message entries of interest to 
a user. The message entries are compiled into intelligent sets 
corresponding to logical constructs tailored for the commu- 
nity of users for the online message board system, so that the 
need for reviewing messages to locate relevant subject 
matter is substantially eliminated. After the user specified 
message entries are retrieved, they can be di^layed in list 
form in a second portion of the interface, and then reviewed 
in depth in yet a third portion of the interface. The query and 
reviewing operations by the user can all take place therefore, 
within a single screen, providing the user with a simplified 
but powerful tool for perusing subject matter of interest from 
a large collection of message postings. Collections of mes- 
sages can be pre-compiled and downloaded lo the user in 
advance, based on predictive logic, resulting in faster per- 
ceived response times from the user's viewpoint. In a 
preferred embodiment, the present interface is used in con- 
nection with a financial information based message board 
system, where it is used by members of an online electronic 
community to capture and share individual user rationales 
and logic for purchasing or selling financial instruments 
such as securities, options, etc. 
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